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for its health benefits as well as the
recreation economy of Colorado and
the country’s ski resorts.

SOS Outreach complements the bene-
fits of snow sports by providing dy-
namic programs to 2,500 youth in need
nationwide. During the current season,
2,000 Colorado participants will be en-
rolled in a 7-year curriculum. I am
proud to recognize the work that they
do to grow the sport and promote posi-
tive self-esteem in their participants.

Now celebrating its 14th anniversary,
SOS Outreach was founded in Vail, CO,
in 1993. SOS Outreach is a grassroots,
501(c)(3) organization. Through the
work of its founder and executive di-
rector, Arn Menconi, and former direc-
tor of snowboarding for Vail Resorts,
Ray Sforzo, a charity was developed
that appealed to the mountain resort’s
desire to build the community by serv-
ing underprivileged youth.

SOS Outreach first introduced youth
to the benefits of outdoor recreation
during the 1995/1996 season when they
taught 40 youth snowboarding. They
were provided with one day of free les-
sons, equipment, and lift tickets. Since
their first season, SOS Outreach has
partnered with mountain resorts,
youth agencies, foundations, corpora-
tions, and individual donors to expand
its nationally recognized curriculum
and serve over 7,500 youth. SOS Out-
reach is further leveraging their part-
nerships to expand their programs and
include skiing. Over 7,000 program days
will be provided at 29 resorts across the
country, 13 in the State of Colorado.

SOS Outreach provides participants
with a high-quality, resilience-based
program that positively impacts a par-
ticipant’s self-esteem and ability to
participate positively within their
communities; supports underserved
youth through adult mentorship; and
encourages Dpersonal character edu-
cation through SOS Outreach’s five
core values: courage, discipline, integ-
rity, wisdom, and compassion.

SOS Outreach would not be success-
ful without the substantial support of
the following individuals and organiza-
tions. I would like to recognize and
thank each of them for sustaining such
a program in Colorado:

Bill Jensen and Kara Heide of Vail
Resorts; Ken Gart and everyone at Spe-
cialty Sports Venture; Chris Ryman of
Booth Creek Ski Holdings; Colorado
Mountain Resorts for their donation of
lift tickets, lessons, and rental equip-
ment; Harry Frampton and Ceil Folz of
the Vail Valley Foundation; Robert
Veitch of the Harold W. Shaw and
Mary Louise Shaw Foundation; Linda
Childers of the Daniels Fund; William
Hybl of the El Pomar Foundation; Bill
Cotton of Optic Nerve Sunglasses; Rob-
ert Marcovitch of K2 Inc.; Mike West of
686; Wendy and Mike Carey of Seirus;
Chaos Hats; Ride Snowboards; Salomon
Sports; Sutherland Foundation; Bob
Hernreich; Kay and Craig Tuber; to the
staff of SOS Outreach: Arn and Anne
Menconi, Michelle Hartel, Jon Garrou,
Seth Ehrlich, Jody Link, Thersa Bisio;
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and the hundreds of adults that give of
themselves to be positive mentors to
these young people.

Mr. President, I wish to recognize
SOS Outreach for its work and extend
my wishes for its continued success.

Mr. COBURN. Mr. President, I object
to the unanimous consent agreement
to pass S. 2338, the FHA modernization
bill.

The Senate has twice attempted to
pass a complex and critical mortgage
reform bill without the opportunity for
debate or amendment. I certainly un-
derstand the importance of this issue,
which is why I believe the bill must be
afforded time for proper scrutiny and
debate by the Senate. It is naive, irre-
sponsible and reckless for the Senate
to claim it can fix this national chal-
lenge by rubberstamping our approval
for this legislation without the oppor-
tunity to improve the bill through
amendments.

More importantly, however, this bill
is not the proper response to the hous-
ing crisis. This bill increases the avail-
ability of government-backed mort-
gages, adding a liability to the tax-
payer of $1.6 billion in government-
backed loans. This bill greatly in-
creases the loan limit which the gov-
ernment may insure, while simulta-
neously decreasing the down payment
requirement for borrowers. This only
makes taxpayers liable for billions of
dollars in loans that may default. The
solution to the mortgage crisis is fewer
risky loans, not more.

Proponents of the legislation have
argued that this bill is a low-risk way
for the government to prevent future
subprime foreclosures. However, this
bill only creates more opportunities for
borrowers to receive government-
backed loans, increasing the liability
on American citizens, but not pre-
venting the possibility of delinquency
or default.

According to a recent analysis by the
Wall Street Journal, many subprime
borrowers are not delinquent because
they cannot afford increasing adjust-
able rates, but because they cannot af-
ford their initial rates in the first
place. The Wall Street Journal states:

It is true that many subprime borrowers
were sold a toxic mortgage by unscrupulous
mortgage brokers. However, the primary rea-
son for the spike in subprime delinquencies
so far is that many subprime borrowers have
taken on more debt than they can pay back
using any reasonable interest rate.

It would be unconscionable to shift
this burden on to the Federal Govern-
ment, especially at a time when our
national debt stands well over $9.1 tril-
lion, or $30,132 per citizen.

Sixty-one economists from univer-
sities and think-tanks from across
America released an open letter to the
U.S. Congress advising against ‘‘exces-
sive new regulations or federal inter-
ventions” to deal with credit repricing
in the subprime mortgage market. The
letter warns: ‘‘Legislation to create
new underwriting standards will reduce
competition and restrict consumer ac-
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cess to credit. Additionally, efforts to
bail out or shore up lending institu-
tions create a moral hazard that would
slow the adjustments required in the
marketplace. . . . These [bail out] pro-
posals would fundamentally alter the
workings of the mortgage market,
leaving consumers with fewer choices
when seeking to buy a home and poten-
tially increasing taxpayer exposure for
bad loans.”

The American people agree that
making government-backed loans more
available is not the right response. Ac-
cording to a survey conducted by Har-
ris Interactive on behalf of the Na-
tional Taxpayers Union, NTU, when
asked which statement most closely re-
flects their views of allowing Federal
agencies to increase the size of the
loans they can insure and reduce down-
payment requirements, 66 percent of
respondents answered that ‘‘these pro-
posals are nothing more than a tax-
payer-funded bailout of banks and lend-
ers that provided and profited from
these risky loans.” Furthermore, 60
percent of respondents said taxpayers
would be most negatively affected if
the government were to bail out the
subprime mortgage market.

I do believe the Senate should debate
this issue, and examine what can be
done to keep borrowers from defaulting
and ensure that Americans are able to
stay in their homes. I believe lenders
must take responsibility for their
loans, including full disclosure about
the terms of the agreement and the
possibility of default, and borrowers
must be responsible for the agreement
into which they enter. Mortgage bro-
kers, real estate agents and other lend-
ers should be transparent with their
lending conditions and must be ac-
countable for full disclosure to bor-
rowers. However, I do not believe it is
the job of the government to bail out
default mortgages and loans and it is
not the proper role of the government
to insure loans with taxpayer dollars.

TRIBUTE TO MAJOR THOMAS A.
ROGERS.

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I rise
to recognize MAJ Thomas A. Rogers,
Jr. of the U.S. Air Force for the excep-
tional work he rendered this past year
while serving as a legislative fellow on
my staff. Major Rogers is completing
his Capitol Hill fellowship this month,
and it is my hope that he has benefited
as much from this experience as have 1
from having him on my staff.

In 1995, after his graduation from the
Washington University Law School in
St. Louis, Major Rogers received his
commission in the TU.S. Air Force.
Since that time Major Rogers has
served at base legal offices from Korea
to Germany, as an area defense coun-
sel, as the deputy chief, plans and re-
quirements, Air Force Legal Informa-
tion Services, and as an instructor at
the Air Force Judge Advocate General
School. Major Rogers has also deployed
to Saudi Arabia and Afghanistan in
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support of the global war on terror.
Major Rogers has received numerous
awards and commendations during his
service including the Bronze Star and
the Air Force Meritorious Service
Medal. He was also honored in 2005 as
the 20th Air Force Outstanding Young
Judge Advocate.

Mr. President, I want to give my
heartfelt thank you to Thom for his
service. His eagerness to tackle issues
which were new to him and to advance
the goals I have set for my staff on be-
half of both the men and women of the
Armed Forces and the citizens of New
Mexico were truly commendable. I
have no doubt that as Thom continues
his military career, he will achieve
great things for both the U.S. Air
Force and his country, and I wish him
the very best of luck in all his future
endeavors.

———
REMEMBERING GEORGE OSMOND

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I rise
today to speak in honor of a friend of
mine, Mr. George Osmond, who, on
Thursday, November 6, passed away.
While most people will likely remem-
ber George as the patriarch of one of
our Nation’s most famous entertain-
ment families, he should also be re-
membered as a great humanitarian and
entrepreneur.

George was born in 1917 in Star Val-
ley, WY. As a young man, in 1941, he
enlisted in the Army and served honor-
ably during World War II. In 1944, he
was stationed at the U.S. Army’s Gen-
eral Depot in Ogden, UT, where he met
his wife, Olive May Davis. George and
Olive were married in December 1944
and had nine children, eight boys and
one girl.

To most, George’s early professional
life was quite normal. He began his ca-
reer selling real estate and life insur-
ance. He later took a position as the
Ogden Postmaster. During that time,
his sons began to study music; George
taught them to sing barbershop and
helped them get invitations to perform
at community events. His family first
entered the national spotlight when
four of his sons, Alan, Wayne, Merrill
and Jay, formed a quartet known as
““the Osmond Brothers’ and began per-
forming at Disneyland and on The
Andy Williams Show.

Over the years, seven of his nine chil-
dren would perform a variety of music
styles all over the world. All counted,
the Osmond family has recorded 142 al-
bums, selling 100 million copies with 51
gold and platinum recordings. George,
himself, worked as the manager of his
children’s music careers, working to
make sure they remained grounded and
focused on the importance of family.

One of the lesser known facts about
the Osmond family is that two of the
Osmond children, the oldest sons Virl
and Tom, were born deaf. While these
two sons were never music performers,
they were closely involved with their
father’s charitable efforts, working
with him to establish The Osmond
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Foundation, which later became the
Children’s Miracle Network.

The Children’s Miracle Network is
now headquartered in Salt Lake City
and has, to date, raised more $3 billion,
which is distributed directly to a net-
work of 170 hospitals. These funds are
raised specifically for children’s hos-
pitals, medical research and commu-
nity awareness of children’s health
issues. It is the largest organization of
its kind in the world and is, in addition
to their many children and grand-
children, George and Olive Osmond’s
greatest legacy.

Mr. President, I knew George
Osmond for many years. He was, above
all else, devoted to his family and a
man of integrity. I thoroughly enjoyed
the opportunities I have had over the
years to work with him and his family
on several charitable endeavors.
George was truly a remarkable man
who leaves a long legacy here with us
in his passing. I want to express my
deepest condolences to George’s family
and thank them for their wonderful ex-
ample of service.

——————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

REMEMBERING SALLY SMITH

e Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, I wish
to recognize a great friend of mine and
a wonderful woman and leader. Sally
Smith passed away December 1, 2007,
from complications related to
myeloma. Sally founded the Lab
School in Washington, DC, one of the
premier educational institutions in the
Nation for students with learning dis-
abilities. The Lab School is a place
where children with learning disabil-
ities are nurtured, taught, given the
tools to succeed and the opportunity to
flourish. And nearly all of them do.

I had heard what an extraordinary
place the Lab School is and decided I
wanted to find out for myself. On a
crisp autumn morning about 4 years
ago, I decided to drop by the Lab
School on my way into work. I was
amazed as I walked into the Castle,
which is the main building of the
school. As Sally hadn’t arrived yet, I
was invited to wait in her office. The
door was always open as Sally wel-
comed anyone and everyone. Soon a
woman came in looking like a bright
rainbow with brilliant colors flowing
and dazzling from head to toe. As I
spoke with Sally about the school and
its mission I quickly came to under-
stand what a unique and wonderful
place this was. The Lab School is a safe
haven for so many kids who are bright
and smart and eager to learn but can’t
learn in traditional ways. Sally
through her hard work and years of
dedication has truly created a grand
new doorway to education for kids who
found the doors to other schools closed
to them. From that day on I became
great friends with Sally and supported
the school in any way that I could. I
have attended the annual Gala Awards
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Dinner which has raised much needed
funds for the schools and honored peo-
ple like Charles Schwab and Magic
Johnson who had grown up with learn-
ing disabilities and struggled until
they found a pathway to education. I
always looked forward to visiting with
Sally and offered to help in any way
that I could.

Sally first saw the need for a school
to help children with learning disabil-
ities to learn and grow when her son
Gary was in the first grade. While Gary
was bright and creative, he was unable
to read and do simple math. When Gary
began to have trouble at school, his
parents found that he had severe learn-
ing disabilities. The school he was at-
tending gave them few options to help
their son learn, and Sally began to re-
alize that for Gary to excel and reach
his potential he would need to be given
the opportunity to learn in a way tai-
lored to his unique needs. Using what
she had learned in graduate school
course work in education and observing
that her son learned best through sto-
rytelling and acting things out, she set
out in 1967 to create a school that
would use these tools to teach children
with learning disabilities.

Rather than learning through lec-
tures and traditional textbook exer-
cises, Sally set out to create a cur-
riculum that would allow for artistic,
visual, hands-on learning. She invited
artist friends to serve as teachers and
sought the help of many acquaintances
to raise funds that would make the
dream of the Lab School a reality. The
Lab School has now for 40 years given
students like Gary a chance to succeed.
From this life learning opportunity,
nearly all Lab School alumni graduate
and over 90 percent find their way to
college.

We can only imagine where these stu-
dents would be without the love and
dedication of Sally Smith. Where oth-
ers saw kids who couldn’t learn and
were disruptive, Sally saw kids eager
to learn and let their creativity bloom
in their own special way. And why
should these children, the future of our
Nation, be pushed aside and forgotten
about when they have so much poten-
tial and so many gifts to give?

The Lab School over the years has
expanded and now has nearly 325 stu-
dents enrolled. It reaches another 250
through tutoring programs for children
and adults and many more through
summer camps and outreach services.
The school also opened a campus in
Baltimore. Sally was also a professor
at American University’s School of
Education and was in charge of the
master’s degree program specializing
in learning disabilities. She has au-
thored 10 books on effectively teaching
students with learning disabilities and
conducted workshops for educators of
learning disabled children.

Sally’s legacy and nurturing teach-
ing style that sought to include and
find the potential of each student will
never be forgotten by those whose lives
she touched. Not only did her students
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